TEACHER FEATURE with

Nina Bellisio

How did you be able to not only find their
get started own answers but to know how
in Graphic to ask themselves the right
Design? guestions. School doesn’t

My back- last forever (unless you're a

ground is in
photography. | studied it both
as an undergraduate in New
York and as a graduate student
here in the Bay Area. But I've
always been interested in
layout, in the context in which
we view images. My photo
projects frequently include
text and multiple images. In
terms of graphic design, | feel
like I’'m more of a curator than
a designer. | find provocative
examples of design to share
with my class, provide histori-
cal context and challenge them
to think creatively about their
own concepts and ideas.

teacher) but learning should.

When you aren’t teaching,
what are you doing?

More teaching. | mentor high
school students that are
interested in photography and
teach them traditional (film)
photo skills. | also cook. | love
to pick out a recipe, get the
ingredients at the farmer’s
market and spend the evening
cooking and listening to music.

Where do you hope to take
the Design Innovation Club?
This is starting to happen al-
ready— | would like the club to
be a conduit between students
and the design community.
We’re now an AIGA (the pro-
fessional organization for de-
sign) student chapter and have
been connecting with local
members of the organization
for lectures and studio visits. |
would also like the club to be a
place that showcases the best
student design work, highlight-
ing the personal projects and
interests of the members.

How long have you been at Ai?
I’'ve been teaching at Ai
since 1999.

What is the best thing
about teaching?

Watching people learn. The
most rewarding part about
teaching is when you pres-
ent something truly new to
a student. Something that
makes a connection in their
mind or that opens a door
to deeper understanding. What inspires you?
Selflessness. I'm inspired by
people who are not afraid
to take risks and who think
about the big picture rather

What is your teaching
philosophy?
I would like to make students
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Th

Because |In Everything Art

What brought you to anson, Andre ordan, Dora
San Francisco? aela ell, Ricardo
The weather. And | wasn’t

sure what | was going to a Grace, Meeta

do with a BFA, so | fol- o ee arlos Talbo
lowed some friends with Balinder Rajasa an Be
more tangible goals. ophe anso

Summer 2009

LOGOLAB

Just the Tips

NOISY TOYS

Introducing the Audio Studio

YOU'VE BEEN SERVICED

Time To Give Back

Where did you go to school? altez, Rochelle Eldridge

| went to Cornell University oudy, Rand g, Alexande
for my BFA and UC Berkeley Asla ete 3 arvalho
for my MFA. I'm currently

taking classes in educa- ophe anso
tional technology through

Columbia Teachers College. ortney Cassid

What does the future Byro g
hold for Nina Bellisio? e er Tomaro a Be o
This is the only question I've David Ove ee

really had to think about! De

I’'m thinking about writing a

book about teaching sustain-

able design, based on what

I’'ve learned from my Senior

Project students here. | would

also like to work more with a ou to everyone 0
the local community. There as bee olved

is an organization called prod on o e B

Project M in which students
spend their summer help- erio a 0

ing those in need with their

design skills. | would like to e oug a lot abo

start something like that here. 0 e essage fro
There is poverty right outside e editor and ealized

the classroom and | know we did eed to be a grand

can do something to help. atement abo e mea g

Nina Bellisio teaches Photography, and are are goe
Advanced Image Manipulation,
Project Study, Senior Project and

into thinkers or research- than about personal gain. Special Topics. She is also the advi- ots o
ers. | would like students to sor for the Design Innovation Club. g ome and remembe
o O Do O
0 O O d O d O J
Que @) onta orraine ood eke
Ai
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We want to include your work in the next issue! _
The Art Institute

ALL programs are welcome, and encouraged to send in any submissions they would like for possible inclusion
in the Student Archive section of the next BEAT Magazine. What are you waiting for? Send it over!
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